Handel and His Times

Athough older than our nation, Handel’s great
works, Messiah, Saul, Israel in Egypt, Samson,
Judas Maccabeus, “Water Music,” “Music for the
Royal Fireworks,” Alexander’s Feast, “Coronation
Anthems,” and many others remain fresh enough

to delight us in the concert hall, comfort us in the
church, and entertain us in movies and commercials.
To commemorate the 250th anniversary of Handel’s
death, this course examines the life and achieve-
ments of one of history’s greatest composers.

Using Handel’s works as our guide, we will trace
his moves from Saxony to England, survey the ups
and downs of his fabulous career, and probe his
indelible mark on the first modern society. Why did
German-born Handel settle in England and take up
citizenship? How did he transform himself from an
entertainment star to a national icon? What accounts
for his continuous fame? We will follow Handel
from his early days as a prodigy composer of Italian
opera to his mid-life professional crisis in the 1730s,
out of which emerged his English oratorios, and his
final years of universal admiration and commercial
success. Finally, we will place his music and achieve-
ments in the larger context of the first modern society,
marked by social mobility, technological innovation,
freedom of press, and parliamentary democracy.

This is a comprehensive introduction to Handel’s life,
music, and times, and offers intellectual preparation for
Stanford’s annual Messiah concert in early December.
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